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Tamil Nadu

Unite to save Tamil Nadu from foes: CM Stalin
CHENNAI: Chief 
Minister MK Stalin on 
Thursday took to the 
social media platform X 
to release a video mes-
sage urging people of 
the state to unite and 
win together, in the 
backdrop of the 
Tiruparankundram 
deepathoon row set-

back.
In his message, he 

emphasised protecting 
Tamil Nadu's land, lan-
guage and honour, and 
called on citizens to 
come together irrespec-
tive of challenges posed 
by political adversaries.

In the post, Stalin 
said, "Tamils, on the 

path of development, 
let's win together. No 
matter how many forces 
come against us, we will 
protect the soil, lan-
guage and dignity of 
Tamil Nadu and win as 
one," reinforcing his 
appeal for collective effort 
toward the State's prog-
ress and identity. The 

message comes at a time 
of heightened political 
activity in Tamil Nadu, 
with parties gearing up 
for the 2026 Assembly 
elections. Stalin's call 
for unity highlights his 
campaign narrative of 
safeguarding regional 
pride while pushing for 
development.

Stalin's call for unity highlights his campaign narrative of safeguarding regional pride while pushing for development. CHENNAI: A childhood 
viral infection, long 
regarded as a routine, is 
quietly resurfacing in 
Tamil Nadu, reappearing 
in schools and communi-
ties with little public atten-
tion. A peer-reviewed 
study published in the 
Indian Journal of Public 
Health has reported 
renewed circulation of the 
mumps virus across South 
India, with Tamil Nadu 
among the affected states, 
raising concerns over 
immunisation gaps, 
delayed diagnosis and the 
tendency to dismiss the 
disease as mild.The study, 
conducted between 
January and March 2024, 
analysed samples from 

patients presenting with 
basic mumps symptoms in 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Kerala and Telangana. Of 
the 200 clinically suspected 
cases tested using molecu-
lar methods, 26 (approxi-
mately 13 per cent) were 
laboratory-confirmed. 
Children accounted for 
nearly 89 per cent of the 
infections, underlining the 
virus's renewed foothold 
among the paediatric pop-
ulation.

For Tamil Nadu, the 
findings carry added sig-
nificance as the study peri-
od coincided with reported 
clusters in districts such 
as Sivaganga, pointing at 
active transmission with-
in the state. 

Mumps cases silently go north 
in southern states

CHENNAI: Even as grassroots 
enthusiasm swells within the fledg-
ling Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) for a full-fledged electoral 
foray, party president actor Vijay is 
understood to be shaping a marked-
ly calibrated strategy for the forth-
coming Assembly elections, one that 
blends organisational loyalty with 
political expansion.At the heart of 
the plan is a 60:40 ticket-allocation 
formula that seeks to balance the 
aspirations of party workers with 
the electoral heft of influential non-
party figures and leaders who have 
crossed over from rival formations.

Sources indicate that the actor-
politician, who has in recent months 
stepped up the induction of promi-
nent faces into the party, is keen to 
honour commitments made at the 
time of their entry.

The proposed framework, they 
say, is aimed at rapidly broadening 
TVK's social and political footprint 

without alienating its organisation-
al base."Our party now has over 100 
district units, many of them cover-
ing two or three Assembly constitu-
encies each. Office-bearers have 
been appointed in a majority of these 
units, and grassroots work is pro-
gressing steadily to strengthen the 
party's base and influence," a state-
level functionary told DT Next.
While there is palpable eagerness 
among workers to contest the 
Assembly polls, the leadership has 
opted for a larger strategic view.

Under the plan, 60 per cent of the 
tickets would be reserved for long-
time party functionaries, with prior-
ity accorded to district secretaries, 
women and minorities, reflecting an 
attempt to reward organisational 
work and social representation. The 
remaining 40 per cent would be set 
aside for notable figures from out-
side the party fold, including leaders 
who have switched sides and other 

individuals perceived to have local 
influence, visibility and electoral 
appeal.

"This is how the seat allocation is 
likely to be structured," the function-
ary added, stressing that the formula 
is intended to maximise winnability 
while ensuring internal balance.
Sources further said that Vijay, 
along with Aadhav Arjuna, the par-
ty's general secretary in charge of 
election campaign management, are 
expected to enter the fray from 
Chennai, and two of the city's 16 
Assembly constituencies are likely 
to be finalised closer to the polls.
Party general secretary N Anand, 
meanwhile, is tipped to contest from 
the Union Territory of Puducherry.
Within Chennai and select pockets 
elsewhere in the State, several dis-
trict-level leaders are said to have 
received oral assurances from the 
leadership in recognition of their 
groundwork. 

TVK plans 60:40 seat split between
 loyalists, newcomers

TIRUCHY: A historical inscription 
documenting a land donation by 
the Tondaiman kings has been dis-
covered at Senayakudi village in 
Pudukkottai's Kulathur taluk dur-
ing a recent field study by the 
Pudukkottai Archaeological 
Research Forum.

According to A Manikandan, 
founder of the forum, the inscrip-
tion was discovered in a private 
field at Periya Vayalakkadu, on the 
border of Senayakudi village. The 
stone slab bears a bas-relief of 
Vamana, an avatar of Lord Vishnu, 
on one side - a traditional symbol 
indicating land grants made for 
charitable purposes. The reverse 
side carries an inscription dedicat-
ing the land "to the Thirumalai 
Raya Puram Anna Chathiram", a 
food rest-house. Manikandan noted 
that the area now known as 
Chinnaiya Chathiram was original-
ly called Thirumalai Raya Puram.

During the reign of Ragunatha 
Raya Tondaiman, such chathirams 
provided free food and shelter to 
travellers and pilgrims. While 

Brahmins were served cooked 
meals, others were given raw mate-
rials and provisions for cooking.
The newly discovered inscription 
confirms that the ValayanKulam 
pond and surrounding agricultural 
lands in Senayakudi were donated 
to meet the expenses and food 
requirements of the Thirumalai 
Raya Puram Chathiram. 
Manikandan said local farmers 
continue to cultivate and protect 
these lands in keeping with tradi-
tion.He added that the Tondaiman 
rulers established an extensive net-
work of chathirams over the past 
300 years, including Ayipatti 
Chathiram (1779), Onangudi 
Chathiram (1783) and Vadavalam 
West Chathiram. Records show 
these centres served porridge 
(Kadalai Koozh) and buttermilk 
daily, with special feasts held on 
every Dwadasi. He further said 
that these 300-year-old structures 
were vital hubs for weary travel-
lers, providing water, food, and 
facilitating rest for both humans 
and cattle.

Philanthropy in the past: Tondaiman-era land 
donation document found in Pudukkottai

T
he Supreme Court’s 
verdict on bail 
pleas by the 
accused in the 2020 

Delhi riots conspiracy case, 
booked and arrested under 
the stringent Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA), is likely to have 
implications that could go 
beyond the present case. 
The bench granted bail to 
five persons, but declined 
to two others, JNU schol-
ars and activists Umar 
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam, 
in an order that is more in 
sync with the prosecu-
tion’s arguments relating 
to security, broadening the 
ambit of what constitutes a 
terror act.

The line between 
terrorism & protest


